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For some the holiday season has passed but for many the holiday season hasn’t happened 

yet. Many Ag Operators find themselves particularly busy through the summer. We hear 

that large amounts of Urea are being applied in some dairy areas but we also have to 

acknowledge the severe drought that is affecting some regions.  

 

All pilots and operators are to be congratulated for the Ag Accident rate that was achieved 

last year. Safety Bulletin # 2 that we circulated with the December Newsletter graphically 

showed what gains have been made but putting it into human terms, 2015 was one of only 

six years in our 65 year history when no fatal accidents were recorded. (See the graph on 

the last page) 

 

Personal error accounts for by far the majority of accidents. The keys to preventing personal 

error are awareness, intent and vigilance. I know why errors occur to me. I intend to reduce 

them, and I will no longer allow apathy or complacency to roll the dice for me. (Dr Tony 

Kern) 

 

In this newsletter you can read about: 

 From the Chair 

 TiSR is Coming 

 2016 Resolutions 

 Toolbox 

 Last Word 

 

From the Chair 

 

Firstly, welcome to the New Year, and I can only hope it ends up prosperous and exciting for 

you. Alas, following on from the last Newsletter where we discussed the severe competition 

in the Ag Industry in particular, I have just returned from a trip up North where this problem 

is severe.  I was told by one ex Ag Pilot that his last job out spraying was a thistle job at $13 

a Ha. Now, even in my day we started at $6.50 an ACRE that’s still $16 bucks a Ha.....45 

years ago!! Come on guys, what is wrong here, some of you will not last, and sadly join the 

other 300 firms that have gone on the scrap heap over the last 30 odd years. Another pilot I 

spoke with has finished up flying Ag....burnt out was his word, and he is once again 



considering his options. I am at a loss to explain why our industry is so full of enthusiastic 

amateurs. We need business minded people to run Ag Aviation as a BUSINESS. 

Whilst up North, I took the time to call in to see my compatriot from the NZHA, Pete 

Turnbull, and he like I, is still enthusiastic about the industry, and is running a good ship. He 

came up with a great idea regarding decisions we make at the committee table, and 

normally we table these, and our EO deals with the aftermath, and then we all go back to 

our day jobs. What if, he said, we created a dossier of all the major decisions, and put it in 

electronic format, so that we could pull it up any time, and see how we dealt with it. For 

instance, leaving helicopter controls unattended; what was the outcome, and can we easily 

look that up online??? We can surely do the same in the Ag sector, so that a year or two 

later we can see what the consensus was for best practice at that time. As we move on from 

Committee, a new band will take over and have to start all over again. This could give some 

continuity.  

DTTW .  For those of you who were there at Parliament, well done, it was a humdinger, and 

Shannon Carr had the crowd deathly quiet, as she so eloquently spoke of the effects of the 

death of her father on that fateful day. It was short, sharp, and brutal. Well done Shannon, 

we are well on the way to getting a huge change in perception from the farming folk on the 

dangers of wires. With 29 Ambassadors now appointed (one for every Ag Pilot killed by 

wires) we are serious about changing behaviour. I ask all of you to quietly get out there and 

strut your stuff. 

TiSR  is here !! Read the EO’s splurge. For those of you that have persevered with this, great 

stuff. Now, a private Company will take up the cudgel and develop it with its own money. I 

am happy to report that I, along with son David, are investors in this, and don’t mind people 

knowing that I stand for getting rid of the hour cheats. This will level the playing field, and 

for those of you at the “Half price Harry” stage now, start thinking about getting up with the 

leaders or you will only last till your next overhaul!!! 

I see a few wise old heads have retired, I was in attendance at John Anderson’s farewell, an 

Ag Pilot come Offshore jockey, then there is  Keith McKenzie of Taumarunui, and John 

Funnell of Taupo. JF has put in years of tireless work for the Industry, and is the first to put 

up his hand to help someone in need. We salute the 3 of you.  

Finally, the CAA has suffered recently from some less than honest reporting from the media, 

who are always quick to poke a sensational finger at someone. Unfortunately, once it is out 

there, nothing will change the slobbering public’s thirst for something juicy. So let’s give 

credit when it’s due. Recently we did an emergency purchase of another Huey, and just 

before Xmas, contacted CAA about operating it. With all the information, and an honest 

approach to them, an email was received 6 days after initial discussions approving the 

operation under an offshore registration. As I have said before, give them all the 



information and be upfront, you will find a far better response by being honest. So.... well 

done Steve Kern, Grant Twaddle, and the Director.  

Finally, go look at your pricing structure and P + L. Are you making as much profit as an 

Accountant??  

As always, stay safe out there, and watch out for the wires.  

BECKY 

TiSR is Coming 

 

In the October Newsletter we explained how we had asked CAA some pertinent questions in 
respect of the introduction of TiSR’s. One of the questions was, would a TiSR be mandated if 
only one was available? CAA has now worked through that issue and has decided that it can 
in fact mandate them. The legal advice CAA obtained indicates that, from a 
Commerce/competition aspect, it would be on solid ground to proceed with a single TiSR 
producer.  This is based on the fact that the safety case still exists and the market is open to 
others (i.e. this action would not lead to a situation which is tailored to one equipment 
producer to the detriment of others). Regarding the safety aspect, its assessment is that 
there is a need for a TiSR as a safety risk control, and it will be doing some work to further 
document the safety benefits. Regarding the competition aspect, given that the TSO has 
been available for some time and the CAA is considering reducing the prescriptive 
requirements through a revised TSO or AMOC, it is satisfied that the market is open and that 
bringing the Rule into effect would not disadvantage other possible producers. 
 

This clears the way for a private company to proceed with the development of a TiSR. 

 

Just to make it absolutely clear again. NZAAA is not taking ownership of the TiSR’s. But it has 

taken ownership of the problem of under reporting flight time and has facilitated the initial 

part of the project. From here on in the project will belong to the private company soon to 

be formed. 

 

Many in the industry see the TiSR as the panacea required to level the playing field across 

the board and provide the much needed safety benefits that this will bring. 

 

2016 Resolutions 

 

If you are one of those people who make New Year’s Resolutions, our hope is that you have 

resolved to operate safer than you did last year and to make bigger financial returns than 

you did last year. 

 

Toolbox 

 We are still working through the draft HSW Regulations that cover Hazardous 

Substances. Don’t you just love the way some Government Departments circulate 



these right on Christmas. In the case of this one, it has over 500 pages of text! Once 

we have finished we will be advising you of new requirements and hopefully, if our 

lobbying has been effective, some new privileges. 

 Thanks to Andrew Hogarth NZAAA is now on Facebook. Follow us at 

https://www.facebook.com/nzagav/ 

 

Last Word 

 

So much of our prosperity is dictated by markets and climate. When these work against us, 

innovation can become our best friend. We wish everyone a safe and prosperous 2016. 

 

As always, send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember 
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Decent profits & a top 

safety culture will ensure 

we’re here for the long 

haul 
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